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discovered, except by their fragments, which are 
found in peat. And De Luc has ascertained that 
the very positions of the forests spoken of by Ces- | 
sar, viz: Hercinia, Semana, Ardenes, and others, 
are now occupied by peat bogs. 

As orders were given by Servius and other Ro- ' 
man Emperors to destroy all the forests in the. 


nants of these once majestic tracts are found im- 

bedded in peat : for when they were prostrated, | 
their trunks, limbs, and leaves would check a free | 
drainage of the water falling from the atmosphere, | 
and also prevent in some measure its evaporation. | 





ted ;a man and horse in complete armor hayj 
been found by peat diggers, in the place where 
was always supposed the event had happened,— 
The skeicton of each was well preserved, and the — 


| different parts of the armor easily distinguished.— __ 
Obs. on Picturesque Beauty. Ql 
_ ‘This peculiar property in peat is probably ow- 
conquered provinces, it is evident why the rem- ing to the acids, gums and resins, which issue ~ 
from decayed vegetable matter ; and it may partly ay 


arise from the charred state of some of the 
ments, for it is well known “ that charcoal isa 
powerful antiseptic.”—/Vantucket Inquirer. 
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170, 385 | Consequently a decomposition of the foliage and | 
186, 237, 284, 285 branches of the trees would commence, aquatic | 
194, 202, 252 | plants would spring up, and decaying add to the | 
217' mass which io time completely envelopes the | 
258 | pristine forests. 
277, An occurrence of the recert formation of peat | 
282, 284, 394 took place in Ross-shire, Eng. During a violent | 
385 | storm a forest was overthrown, and in fifty years | 
386 the people dug peat, from a mass oceasioned by | 
386 this overthrow. | 
17 On examining some of the peat formations | 
91 | which are so extensively scattered over our island, | 
145 | we have observed large stumps, trunks and limbs | 
315 ef trees completely immured in peat. There} 
12, 179 | Seems to have beer a deposition of shrubs, flags, 
20] | and other plants, which we find but partially de- 
1, 27 | composed. 
309| After this formation had taken place, forests 
83, 113, 149, 117 | Sprang up, which have been cut down, probably 
413 | Within a century, and their fragments have aided 
146, 149, 337 | in forming our peat-bogs, which are now discov- 


Sheep and Calves. 


The fore part of the winter it should be recol- 
lected is the trying time for these animals, forif 
they pass the first half of the winter in good heart ~~ 
and condition, they rarely fail of coming out well 
in the spring, unless gress negligence producesa | 
different result. The winter thus far has been of ~~ 
the most mild and open, ever known in this lati. 
tude; and where these and other animals haye” 
had ordinary care taken of them, they can h ¢ 
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have failed of doing well. There is reason to fear, 
however, that these very favorable circu oe 
may inthe end prove injurious to the flocks a 
herds of the farmer. If sheep ‘and young stock, 
are allowed when the ground is bare of snow,to 
range at their Jeisure over the meadows and fi 
without being properly fed at the barns, they 3 
be found to fall very rapidly,and when cold weath- ~ 
er comes they will be ina poor condition to resist 
its influence. 
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. a V /ered from one to fourteen feet in depth. Whith- 
) 4 pee eee gas, | out doubt, most of our peat formations have taken 

: ' |place since the pristine forests were destroyed, 
i ee Ngee and are comparatively ofrecent origin. We will 
PEAT. ‘further state what’ seems a curious, but is a well 

! Mr. Jenxs: As Peatis so extensively diffused | ascertained fact, that not only here, but wherever 


over our Island, and somuch used as an article 
for fuel, 1 thought the few facts I have collected 
concerning it might not be uninteresting to a por- 
tion of your readers, 

Peat is of vegetable origin, and is formed in 
cold, moist situations, where vegetables may be 
decomposed without putrefaction. Hence, in the 
torrid zone it is never found ; but as we advance 
north it occurs, and on the borders of frigid re- 


‘else peat is discovered, it is generally found to oc- 
_cupy the position of ancient forests. For, in most 
bogs, sturnps.and trunks*of tree are found surroun- 
| ded by peat, while Their roots remain in their 
natural position, immured in clay, or some other 
soil, 

| Im some coumtries, peat mosses are found of 
|greatextent. One mentioned by Dr. Boate on} 


; 
‘the Shannon, was 50 miles long; and Blavier | 








Unless there was at the commencement of win- 
ter a very heavy covering of grass on the fields, it 
is bad policy to allow animals to wander over 
them at all, while they are bare of snow; and 
nothing can be more injurious to grass, especially 
clover, than to have during the winter months, the 
crown of the plants eaten off, as they frequently 
are by sheep or other stock. There is another 
injury too that results from having meadows or” 
pastures trampled by. ‘cattle when the ground is 
unfrozen in the winter ; and that is by the proach- 
ing of thesoil, and the consequent exposure of 


multitudes of the roots of the grasses to frost and 


destruction. Let farmers then keep their stock 
about their barns unless the ground is frozen, and 


gions, it is found in great abundance ; a cold, hu- | speaks of one at the mouth of the Loire, more /even then, if it is found their condition or appe- 


mid atmosphere being peculiarly favorable to its 
generation. 


| than fifty leagues in circuinference. 
The texture of peat is such that it absorbs large | 


tite is failing. 
Flocks of sheep should be frequently examin- 


Peat is composed of aquatic plants, such as| quantities of water, and it has often bappened, | ed and the wenk or failing ones placed by them- 
reeds, rushes, etc., but a species of moss (Sphag-| when bogs were very much swollen, that they | selves that they may receive extra care and atten- 


num palustre) is generally found more abundant 
than any of thé former class ; it having the prop- 
erty of sprouting, and continuing to grow, while 
its roots are decaying. 

In some peat, ( as is the case with -our own, ) 
plants are found with their organization so dis- 
tinct, that we can even determine their species.— 
As is said in one of the Bridgewater Treatises, 
‘*that we may almost seize nature in the fact of 
makiug coa! before the process is completed,” so 


have burst and deloged the surrounding country 
| with their contents. We are informed by Degner 
‘that the remains of ships, nautical instruments, 
| and oars have been found in many of the Dutch 
| mosses ; and Gerard, in his history of the valley of 
‘Somme, mentions that in the lowest tier of that 
| moss, a boat was found loaded with bricks, prov- 
| ing that these morasses were at one period, navi- 
| gable lakes, and arms of the sea, as were also ma- 
ny onthe Coast of Picardy Ireland and Fries- 





tion. Sheep area profitable animal for the far- 


mer, furnishing a double profit asit were ; one 
arising from the fleece, carcase, and increase ; and 
the other from the aida they afford in manuring 






















eS A 


4 
, | 
: 


», 
a 
- 


fields for the reception of other crops. If, how- 


ever, the loss, as is too frequently the case, issome 
eight or ten in the hundred during the season, it 
is evident the profit must be materially reduced. 
And this loss may in most cases be avoided by 
proper care and attention in separating the flocks, 


it may be said in regard to peat; from the rude | land, from which soda and salt are procured.— | in feeding salt and roots, and in giving the weak 
fragments of undecomposed plants, we trace the | The canoes, stone batchets, and stone arrow heads | and the lambs that additional care they require.— 


process to perfectly formed peat, where a complete 
decomposition has taken place ; and from thenee 
we come to anthracite. 

There is however, a striking difference be- 
tween the periods in which the vegetable deposi- 
tions that form anthracite and peat took place. 

Geologists agree in assigning tue epoch to be 
antediluvian, ia which the vegetable deposits that 
form coal, were made; and they also conclude 
that the temperature of the earth was much high- 
er than at present ; for fossil ferns are found in 
coal formations, of the astonishing length of fifty 
feet, and other plants that bear the same ratio.— 
Now plants of this species in the torrid zone are 
found to approach this size at the present time ; 
but coal is found in the temperate and frigiJ 
zones,—consequeutly, we are led to suppose that 
a higher temperature once existed in those re- 
gions, 

But peat is of recent origin, as may be shown 
by the following facts. In Hatfield, England, as 
in many other places in Great Britain, Roman 
roads have been discoverd eight feet below the 
peat ; and their arms, axes, coins, etc., bave been 
found in the same situation, showing that these 
peat-bogs have been formed since the invasion of 
Cesar. Nor can aoy traces of great forests, spo- 


a 


found in peat in different parts of Great Britain, | 
lead to similar conclusions. 
One more fact in relation to peat is worthy of| 
/our notice. It isthe preservation of animal sub- | 
|stances which have been buried in it, A great} 
many instances are recorded which go to prove | 
this property ; a few however, will only be men- 
| tioned, 

“Ja June 1747, the body of a woman was found 
six feet deep, in a peat-moor in the isle of Ax- 
holm, in Lincolnshire, England. The antique 
sandals on her feet afforded evidence of her hav- 
| ing been buried for many ages ; yet her nails, hair 
and skin are described as having shown hardly 
‘any marks of decay, In the Philosophical trans- 
actions, we find an example recorded of the bod- 
ies of two persons having been buried in moist 
peat, in Derbyshire, in 1674, about a yard deep, 
which were examined twentyeight years and nine 
/months afterwards,—the color of their skin was 
| fair and natural, their flesh soft as that of persons 
/newly dead.” 
| ' At the battle of Solway, in the time of Henry 
-VIIL., (1542) when the Seotch army, commanded 
_by Oliver Sinclair, was routed, an unfortunate 
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Siberian Wheat. 


Mr. Eviror:—In answer to the inquiries in 
the last Yankee Farmer, concerning the Siberian 
wheat, I would state that 1 have calivinel the Si- 
berian (which is synonymous with Bald) wheat the 
three last seasons ; and the last yedr my crop a- 
mounted to more than a hundred” bushels. In my 
opinion, it is the best kind of wheat now in usein 
this section. Ist, because it requires a less quan- 
tity to seed an acre, five pecks being quantum suf- 
ficit for an acre of ground in good tilth, 2d, because 
it grows taller than bearded wheat which renders 
the labor of reaping less painful. 3d, because it is 
more agreeable work to take it up and bind it. 
4th, because it shells out less through every pro- 
‘cess of harvesting. 5th, because it yields. more 
bushels to the acre. And last, though not — 


it yields more pounds of flour to the 
most other kinds of wheat, and the quality of the 
flour is inferiorto none. Objectio wheat 


is harder and tougher to thresh than other wheat. 
Perhaps it is ; but with a good threshing machine, 





_ troop of horse, driven by their fears, plunged into 
| Solway morass, which instantly closed over them. 


and a brisk horse, there will be no complaint. 
Yankee Farmer.] [R ER. 
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